
 

 

President Mikheil Saakashvili 
Office of the President of Georgia 
1 M. Abdushelishvili Street 
Tbilisi, Georgia 0103 
 
Dear President Saakashvili, 
 
I am writing to protest the continuing attacks by the Government of Georgia on the Georgian Trade 
Union Confederation (GTUC) including the Educators and Scientists Free Trade Union of Georgia 
(ESFTUG). Your government, which claims to uphold democratic value s, is revealing its true nature 
by actively and aggressively working to destroy the basic labour rights of the Georgian people. I 
understand that the AFL-CIO has filed a Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) petition against 
the Georgian government due to your lack of respect for international labour standards.  
 
I urge the Government of Georgia to take the importance of labour rights seriously and immediately 
stop the harassment of the GTUC and ESFTUG. Your government should begin serious negotiations 
with the GTUC to strengthen labour rights and particularly change the labour code to allow for real 
freedom of association and other labour protections. You may be assured that the international 
labour movement is united in this call for your government to respect their international 
obligations and cease these attacks on Georgian working people. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Hanrahan 
Vice President, Confederation of Canadian Unions 


