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What Unionism Means to Me? 

When I think about what unionism means to me, I must think about the values and 

Morales that inform my life that were passed down to me from my parents The principles are 

ones of dignity in work, fairness of treatment, reasonableness, integrity and honesty in all 

dealings, pride in work well done and a say in my working conditions. That’s essentially what 

unionism means to me. It’s not just about a particular job that offers the ability to feel 

comfortable in a union. it’s about human rights and what I consider to be the basis of a 

meaningful life for myself and for others. Many people think that unions only directly impact 

work life and that, outside of work, unions really have no influence. From my point of view of 

the world, nothing could be further from the truth. Collective agreements and unionism mean 

that workers, as a class, have rights. Knowledge of your rights separates an individual from 

slavery and imprisonment. When you have a union, you have a voice. When you have a voice, 

you have the dignity accorded to humans who discourse with others, for example, management. 

Unlike Egyptian or feudal societies, the conversation is a two-way conversation. Therefore, 

unions give people dignity on the job and outside of work. Unionism allows workers freedom of 

speech, association and equality which are core rights under Canada’s Charter of Rights, and 

Freedoms. These rights afford individuals a sense of belonging to a civil society ruled by law not 

by some overlord’s whim.          

 Furthermore, what is needed is something that speaks to the everyday life issues of 

members. For example, topics such as benefits, pensions, childcare, health, the environment, 



food production and pesticides, pay rates of entry level and youth workers, education and more 

are all union issues.          

 In conclusion, unionism means being courageous enough to recognize the overall 

weakening of unionization in our society and being bold enough to reinvent unions for the future. 

It means starting a crusade to fight the degrading, demeaning new work world of jobs that are 

temporary, low paid, with no benefits or pension. I would like to see some simple steps to 

connect with members and society. In my opinion, growing unionism means a reconnection to 

the power of grassroots, ordinary working people. It means communicating and educating our 

members in new and more effective ways so that unions become a major educating force in 

society. It means reaching out in new ways to form social coalitions so that that unions do not 

stand alone but stand with other brothers and sisters who come from every part of our 

community and who believe in the same goals of fairness, equity, justice, and dignity not just in 

the workplace but throughout our society.  

 

 

 

 


