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What Unionism Means to Me 

If I was asked this question a year ago, I would have had no idea what to say because I 

did not really understand what a union was or how important it can be. Since that time, I have 

learned that unions are invaluable when working for large companies that can easily take 

advantage of its employees. Unions are there to stand up for the workers and ensure that they are 

getting the pay, benefits, and respect that they deserve. Both my mom and stepdad are a part of 

unions affiliated with their jobs and they seem to be grateful for them.  

What I have personally experienced so far by having my parents be part of a union, is 

first, the support I have been granted by having this money that PPWC has given me. I have 

wanted to go to university to become a veterinarian for as long as I can remember and because of 

my stepdad being a part of this union, I have received this financial help. This not only helps me, 

but also takes some financial burden off my whole family. The program I am taking at UBC is 

related to earth sciences and agriculture, which I think PPWC can appreciate supporting because 

it is directly related to conserving our resources, which can help in fighting for job security in 

Canada and keeping local resources here for our country to process and sell instead of shipping 

overseas (banning log exports).  

Secondly, over the past year I have heard my stepdad talk about union meetings and steps 

they are doing to help their members to get things that they deserve, related to pay, vacation 

time, and contract renewals. I know that this can be stressful, but by having a union, all the 

members can come together and voice their concerns. It gives them a chance to stand against a 

company that is bigger than them and gives them the power to fight for what is fair and right. 
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Additionally, my mom works in healthcare, and they have had to work through many 

hardships. Being short-staffed and exposed to this pandemic illness, along with the controversial 

political and public views it has created, has been both overwhelming and stressful for her and 

her coworkers. The union that she is a part of has fought for healthcare worker’s rights to 

additional pay and other compensations for their extra efforts, while also stepping in to support 

what is needed with the implementation of new regulations.  

In conclusion, without the structure and support of a union, the hard-working people 

would be on their own. Employees would have to fight, as individuals, for all the extra things 

they deserve. They would have to fight for proper pay, benefits, supports, and other rights. I 

think we are lucky to live in a country that has unions established that support each other: the 

workers, otherwise there would be so much additional stress related to working. I wish we lived 

in a world where this was not needed and everyone got fair and equal treatment, but we don’t; 

we live in a world where we need unions. 

 

 


